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WELCOME 
The River City Grotto of the National Speleological Society welcomes you to the 2015 Florida 
Cave Cavort, the 31st edition of a storied tradition of caving in Florida. This is the first time for 
the River City Grotto as hosts of the Cavort, but we think it should be a good time! We have a 
lot planned for the weekend: guided cave trips, bonfire, food, The Band, some movies, some 
freebies, and a good old time! 
 
As with any good time, there are Some Rules we have in the interest of safety and good taste. 

1) No personal camp fires: This is a working farm. 
2) No pets: there are enough animals here already. 
3) No fireworks, firearms, carbide or other kind of bombs. 
4) Respect the quiet hours: Cavers (and critters) gotta’ sleep too. 
5) Be tidy: keep your sites clean and your garbage critter-proof. 
6) No washing of cave gear in the showers: A gear wash area is provided. 
7) Leave the farm animals and owner residence area be, unless invited. 
8) Be safe, be careful, be considerate. 
9) Leave nothing but footprints, take nothing but pictures, kill nothing but time. 
10) Do not go to the “Guided” caves on your own this weekend. We have secured special 

access for this event with the landowners. 
 
If you need help, or have questions, ask someone in a RED Cavort T-Shirt: they are staff. 

THE RAFFLES 
This year we have THREE RAFFLES: The Door Prize Raffle, a 50-50 Raffle, and a Bat Raffle 

Door Prize Raffle: Each registration gets a RED ticket, you can buy more for $1 each. 

 One of Six Obi Original Hobo Bags  

 One of Three pair PMI gloves  

 Some autographed caving book  

 100’ Highline Rope  

 An RCG Grotto T-Shirt  

 A "Firewater Tent Revival" Band T-Shirt  

 Some as-yet-unnamed Inner Mountain Outfitters donations  

 

50/50 Raffle: Not-RED and Not-BLUE Tickets are $1 each 

 50% of the Kitty goes to THE WINNER 

 50% of the Kitty goes to THE GROTTO (beer and gear ain't cheap) 

 

Bat Conservation Raffle 

 This raffle is run by an outside entity, Not RCG  

 BLUE Tickets are perhaps $1 each (see the outside entity)  

 This will be benefitting various bat conservation organizations  

 Prizes include plush bats, bat keychain, and some nice lights 
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CAVORT SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
 

FRIDAY 
February 27, 2015 

 

 NOON til ??: Get checked-in and set up your tent, trailer, or sheet of 
visqueen 

 EVENING: Camaraderie, meet up with old friends, make new 
friends, maybe a small fire 

 AFTER SUNSET: MOVIES! Really bad Caving Movies! 
On a 160" Screen! 

o Sanctum 
o The Cave 
o maybe a slide show, too! 

 ALL DAY: Check out and sign up for the self-guided and group 
caving trips, on the Bulletin Board. 

 11:30 PM: Quiet time, thar be caving to be doin' in the morn! 
 

SATURDAY 
February 28, 2015 

 

 MORNING: Up and at-em'! There will be both self-guided and group 
caving trips, check the Bulletin Board. 

 ALL DAY: Chilling, Hanging out, CAVING, Photo Salon judging. 

 CAVING TRIPS: 10 am, 1 pm, and 2 pm start times 

 1 PM: CAVE GEOLOGY SEMINAR: Cave Geology presentation by 
a Real Geologist! With slides and charts and stuff. 

 3 PM: CAVE FAUNA SEMINAR: Cave Fauna presentation by a 
Real JU prof! 

 6-ish: Catered BBQ dinner for those that pre-paid 

 AFTER DINNER: 
o Door prize winners 
o Photography competition winners 
o Lighting of The Bonfire 
o The BAND! The Firewater Tent Revival 

 12:30 AM: Quiet time, thar be caving 'n' packing to be doin' in the 
morn! 
 

SUNDAY 
March 1, 2015 

 

 MORNING: Up and at-em'! There will be both self-guided and group 
caving trips, check the Bulletin Board. 

 A Simple Breakfast will be available (donations accepted) 

 ALL DAY: CAVING AND PACKING AND CLEANING UP 

 1:00 PM SHARP: Be off the property 
 

 
As usual, things may change, so remember all good cavers are flexible! 
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THE CHEAT SHEET 
Here are some quick tips on local info to help out. Most everything in these parts center around 
Williston, about seven miles southeast of Jerry’s Farm. To get there, head south on 150th 
Avenue, turn left onto US 27 toward Williston, then in a few minutes you are in Williston. 

Medical/Emergency 
In case of emergency, dial 911. There is good cell signal coverage. 
The Cavort will also have a basic first aid kit available. 
 
The nearest hospital is the Regional General Hospital Williston (f.k.a. Tri-County Hospital). It 
is located at 125 SW 7th Street in Williston, 352-528-2801. To get there from the Cavort site, 
head south on 150th Avenue, turn left onto US 27 toward Williston, then in Williston, turn right 
onto US41/SR121, and the hospital will be on your left. It is a moderately well-equipped facility, 
and a quick and scenic chopper ride to Shands in Gainesville for anything more severe (just 
ask Matt!). 

Food and Supplies 
Winn Dixie: 727 West Noble Avenue, Williston, open 7:00 am -11:00 pm 
Hitchcock's: 434 East Noble Avenue, Williston 

Pharmacies 
Winn Dixie: 727 West Noble Avenue, Williston, open 7:00 am -11:00 pm 
Walgreens: 8 Northwest Main Street, Open 8:00 am – 10:00 pm 
CVS Pharmacy: 435 East Noble Avenue, Open 7:00 am – 10:00 pm 

Restaurants 
There are many choices in Williston, ranging from Subway to nice Italian to local fare to 
various fast food options. Just head into town on US 27 and keep your eyes peeled. 

Gas/Quickie mart 
The nearest is the BP at 5250 Northeast 140th Court: head west on US 27 about a mile. If you 
head into Williston, options abound. 

Hardware 
Pesso's General Store, 716 West Noble Avenue, just as you get into town on US 27. Good 
old-timey hardware store. (352) 528-2944 
Williston Ace Hardware, 54 Southwest Main Street. (352) 529-0028 

Propane 
Plan ahead. Best options are Blue Rhino exchanges at Walgreens or Winn Dixie. Winn Dixie 
may carry 1# bottles for sale, but they have been out before. 

ATMs 
Banks are not a major industry in Williston, but there are ATMs at the grocery stores, some of 
the “Quickie Marts”, and there are a few banks in town. Plan ahead, and most places do take 
plastic. 
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THE SITE 

General Site Info and History 
The Cavort site is owned by the Johnson family, Jerry Johnson being a long time caver (over 
50+ years!) and member of the Florida Speleological Society. It is a working farm, mostly for 
exotic birds and mammals, and few regular old animals. This 2013 Florida Cave Cavort was 
held here also, so it has been field-tested. 
 
There is livestock that are mostly friendly, but remember that cattle and horses are bigger than 
you. The Emus will peck, and seem to have a fondness for jewelry. If harassed they will kick 
mightily, and they do have big nails on their legs. There are parrots and exotic birds in the 
barn, and many times they are “on eggs” and easily disturbed. Please do not disturb them, as 
they can easily break the eggs or kill their young, which while sad is also very expensive. So 
no fireworks this weekend, please. 
 
There are dogs and cats roaming the farm. They are friendly for the most part, and the dogs 
will eventually tire of barking at all the strangers this weekend. If they become a problem, 
contact a Cavort Staff member (Red Shirts!). Also, as with anywhere with roaming cats and 
dogs, watch your food: they will sample! There is a cave onsite, known as Jerry’s Cave. It is 
short, has water at the bottom, and has some bats, so watch out for them. It is located east of 
the main Cavort area, toward the road. 
 
As for facilities, we have Port-O-Lets, some Rustic Showers (pretty nice actually), and running 
water available for your use at some common locations. Please do your best to keep the site 
and facilities clean, tidy, and serviceable. Do not wash your cave gear in the showers. Try to 
pack out as much garbage as possible, it is just easier that way. 
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Williston, Florida 
Back in 1853 Williston was actually a part of Marion County. Williston now lies in northeast 
Levy County and represents a crossroads of SR 121, US 27, and US 41. It's an American 
heartland small town with approximately 2,400 people, surrounded by a variety of working 
farms, later-day private homesteads and miles of scenic back-roads. The area attracts 
independent minded people from all over Florida as well as many new Floridians who want to 
put a little distance between their homes and the Interstate/shopping center/traffic jam scenes 
that so dominate our modern activities. 
 
Today the area is still predominantly rural and unspoiled, but things have changed a bit... 
Downtown Williston is a bustling retail center - with involvement of neither government grant 
nor large developer. Peanuts are big business around here, as is the tourism that takes 
advantage of Natural Florida. Eco-tourism is also very big in the area, with state forests and 
parks and trails, as well as commercial ventures. 
 
This rough map gives some local situational awareness. Please cite more accurate sources in 
your errands and caving trips. The two arrows pointing at the diamond show Jerry’s Farm. 
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SOME HISTORY 

River City Grotto History 
Well, there is not much… The River City Grotto was formed in 2012 by some Jacksonville 
cavers. During caving trips in the summer and fall of 2012 with the Florida Speleological 
Society, David Obi Jr. and Katie Barnard discussed how much they would like to participate in 
the monthly grotto meetings but were unable to make the meetings due to challenges travelling 
to the meetings from Jacksonville on a weekday.  Other people echoed the same issue during 
a number of conversations and during the TAG Cave In of 2012, David and Katie decided to 
see if there would be enough people in Jacksonville who would be interested in forming a local 
Grotto. 
 
Response from caving friends and existing NSS members was extremely positive, so an initial 
meeting was called on October 18th, 2012 to discuss the process of forming a Grotto and to 
make the decision on whether or not to proceed, to which the answer was an overwhelming 
“yes”.  Since this date the core group of dedicated enthusiasts has been working hard to 
complete all the start-up activities. We are very grateful to all those involved in setting up the 
Grotto, including our charter members are Li Loriz, Tony Flaris, Kristoffer Francisco, David Obi 
Jr. and Katie Barnard. 
 
River City Grotto held its first Grotto meeting on January 23rd, 2013. And we have not looked 
back since. The River City Grotto has been a very active grotto, with members going on caving 
trips monthly, and we have had a good presence in TAG. Keep tabs on us at 

http://www.rivercitygrotto.com/ 
 
This year the River City Grotto makes history again by hosting the 2015 Florida Cave Cavort. 
We have worked hard, played hard, depended on the wisdom, experience, and labor of other 
grottos’ members, and we hope this will be a memorable Caving Event! 

Florida Cave Cavort History 
The Annual Florida Cave Cavort has been around for a while, this being the 31st iteration, and 
has been known by more than a few names: Cave Cavort, Cave Crawl, Cave Carouse, Cave-
In, and OTR – Florida Style, and perhaps a few others lost to time. Starting from a group of 
folks camping at commercial site and just caving together, evolving to this fairly big function it 
has become. 
 
In 1984, the Florida State Cave Club (FSCC, the predecessor to the Flint River Grotto) sent a 
letter to cavers all across Florida, inviting them to the “(First Annual?) Cave Crawl”. The hope 
was to put together a regular caving event that Florida cavers could call their own. By 1987 the 
idea had taken hold, and all three Florida grottoes of that time (FSCC, FSS, and TBAG) had all 
hosted the event, and the “?” was removed from the event title.  The Cavort/Crawl/Carouse 
has become an iconic Florida caving event, where we have lots of fun, catch up with old 
friends, make new friends, celebrate our unique nature as cavers (we are a different breed), 
and maybe even get some caving in. 
 
That being said, the River City Grotto will happily pass the torch to the next Grotto, assisting in 
any way we can, and hand over the tools, documents, tips, and throw in some sweat equity to 
keep this thing going. We will see you next year! 

http://www.rivercitygrotto.com/
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DEDICATION TO AL KRAUSE 
 
This year we lost another legend in Florida caving: Al Krause passed away December 15, 
2014. As Jerry said, “I am proud to claim Al as a friend, one of those great caving buddies you 
could trust your life to.”  Al was an icon in Florida caving and was active in the NSS, holding 
positions in conservation leadership. Here, we will let this email by Philip Walker address this 
legendary caver. It sums it up quite nicely, and represents well Al’s impact on many of us. 
 
Although I did not know Al back in the heyday of cave exploration and survey work, I knew of 
him. Al had been legendary in the world of Florida Caving. I had seen Al's name on many 
maps and heard people refer to him often. Normally when a question was raised and no one 
knew the answer, I would hear, “we'll have to ask Al”. 
 
In January of 2012 Al called me at home and asked if he could come to a Whitecliff Quarry 
Cleanup with his grandson Brian and a friend. Of course I was delighted and met Al for the first 
time. Al and I chatted like we had known each other for years. I had a chance to cave with Al 
and Brian again when we cleaned up the property at Ocala Caverns in December 2012. It was 
at this time I found Al had an amazing interest in history. When historical pamphlets and 
memorabilia about the old Florida Show cave were dropped off, Al was like a young child on 
Christmas. He could not wait to sift through the box, organize everything, and digitize it. Since 
that time we have chatted on the phone several times about documenting the history of caves, 
new cave explorations, and just interesting things in general. I found he had a lot of information 
every-time I talked with him. Unfortunately, I also found he was battling cancer. 
 
Al scanned a lot of material for the Florida Speleological Society and Florida Cavers in general. 
He wanted to make everything accessible if a caver had an interest. When boxes of material 
were donated to the club, I found how active Al and his wife Marti had been. All sorts of cave 
documentation with fascinating trip reports were written in the days when it was a lot of work. 
Al and Marti were a real caving team. I cannot impress on anyone reading this letter how much 
'team Krause' accomplished. Al continued to document caves by recording every cave into a 
survey. He had also been cleaning and digitizing old articles. If anyone has ever done that, it is 
a lot of work. 
 
Ten months ago Betsey and I went to visit the Krause family. Al was having a difficult time with 
treatments and was not feeling sociable. We carried a plaque that John Harris and Jon Singley 
had orchestrated through the active members in our group as a dedication to Al's long term 
service. Betsey and I had the honor of presenting Al with that very plaque. I wish that I could 
express how emotional that day was. It was a small token for everything Al had done through 
the years, but it was a huge thank you and Al loved the plaque.  
 
I am happy that I got a chance to know Al. I will miss our conversations. I will miss his 
knowledge and information. I will miss his passion for the things he loved. I know Brian meant 
the world to Al, and I look forward to taking Brian caving anytime. 
 
Phil and Betsey Walker - December 17, 2014 

R.I.P., Al…               
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WHITE-NOSE SYNDROME 

Overview 
A new disease is decimating entire populations of bats in the U.S. and Canada as they 
hibernate in caves and mines. Affected bats may spend more time being active and flying 
during hibernation, causing them to use up the fat reserves they rely on to survive the winter. 
Scientists estimate that over 5.7 million bats have already died. 
 
White-nose syndrome (WNS) has spread rapidly. The earliest evidence of WNS came from a 
photograph taken in 2006 in a cave in New York. As of June 2013, bats with WNS have been 
found in over 22 states and five Canadian provinces as the disease continues to spread in all 
directions across the landscape. Scientists believe WNS has caused the most dramatic decline 
of North American wildlife in over 100 years, with potentially dire environmental consequences. 
It threatens ecosystems both in caves and above ground, and presents new challenges for 
conserving fragile cave environments. 
 
This disease was named “white-nose syndrome” because of the telltale white fuzzy growth on 
the nose, ears, and wings of affected bats. Scientists identified a previously unknown species 
of cold-loving fungus, Pseudogymnoascus destructans (previously Geomyces destructans), as 
the cause of the skin infection. P. destructans thrives in low temperatures (40–55° F) and high 
humidity – conditions commonly found in caves and mines where bats hibernate. 

How WNS is Spread 
Bat-to-Bat: The fungus that causes WNS is believed to be transmitted primarily from bat to bat 
and bat to cave. Recent tagging studies have shown that bats migrate hundreds of miles. 
Soil-to-Bat: P. destructans can survive in the soil of caves and mines where bats hibernate. 
Healthy bats entering previously infected sites may contract WNS from the environment. 
Other Means: Scientists have demonstrated that it may be possible for humans to 
inadvertently carry P. destructans spores on their clothing or equipment. 

WNS in Florida 
We do not currently have a problem with this devastating disease in Florida, and we are trying 
to continue to prevent contamination. So please practice safe WNS procedures where 
applicable. 
 
For those visiting Bat Cave, Santa Fe Community College asks any of you who have been in 
caves in areas affected by White Nose Syndrome (TAG and farther north) to either not bring 
your gear from those areas, or to thoroughly clean your gear with antiseptics before visiting our 
cave. 

More on WNS 
For more information on WNS, including decontamination procedures, visit the national 
response website: www.WhiteNoseSyndrome.org  
For more information on bats and caves, visit: 

 Bat Conservation International: www.batcon.org 

 National Speleological Society: www.caves.org 

 BatsLIVE: http://batslive.pwnet.org 
  

http://www.whitenosesyndrome.org/
http://www.batcon.org/
http://www.caves.org/
http://batslive.pwnet.org/
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THE CAVES 

Signing up 
There will be guided trips on both Saturday and Sunday, and trip signup sheets will be at the 
registration area. Please note the times, leaders, and any requirements and limitations (e.g., 
the Briar Cave trip is limited to experienced cavers). Please be prompt for the trip meet-up. 

Please do not go to the “Guided” caves on your own this weekend. 
We have secured special access for this event with the landowners. 

Caving Basics 
We know, we all know it all. But just to ensure we are all on the same page here… 

Equipment 
 Shoes: sturdy, good tread, lace-up, boots are preferred, they will get dirty and trashed. 

 Helmet: Sturdy “bump cap” with good & adjustable suspension, solid & adjustable 
chinstrap, light(s) mounted onboard. 

 Light: no hand-helds as primary, must be helmet mounted & dependable, carry three 
sources and spare batteries. 

 Clothing: Well but loose fitting, non-snag fabric, covers well, synthetic best (Remember the 
“ABC’s” of cotton for outdoor adventure clothing). 

 Gloves: leather work, fabric & nitrile gardening, or water sport gloves are good. 

 Change of Clothes: Bring a complete change of clothes for after the trip (including shoes), 
and a garbage bag to hold your caving clothes. 

 Cave Pack: to carry spare lights, spare batteries, snacks and water. 

Etiquette 
 Take nothing but pictures, leave nothing but footprints, and kill nothing but time 

 Let someone know where you’re going and when you will be returning. Set a deadline and 
stick to it. 

 Cave with your caving group, stick together, use the buddy system. 

 Always get permission, sign the waiver, and respect the cave owner’s rules. 

 Be safe, don’t take chances, don’t cave beyond your skills and confidence, listen to the 
leader. A caving emergency will ruin more than your day. 

Leaders 
Our trip leaders are volunteers, doing this for fun. Make sure they have fun. Treat them with 
respect, and follow their lead and directions. Buy them an ice cream cone when you are done. 

Cave Maps & Descriptions 
The maps and descriptions of the caves in this guidebook are the results of many cavers’ work 
over many years. They have been lovingly lifted from many sources, and we wish to thank all 
that had a hand in developing them. These sources include, but are not limited to: 
1. 2014, Cave Cavort 2014 Guidebook, by the Tampa Bay Area Grotto 
2. 2013, Special 2013 Cave Cavort Edition, The Florida Speleologist 
3. 2012, 2012 Florida Cave Crawl, by the Flint River Grotto 
4. 2008, 2008 Florida Cave Crawl, by the Flint River Grotto 
5. 2008, Caves and Karst of Florida, 2008 NSS Convention. 
6. http://www.karstconservancy.org/   

http://www.karstconservancy.org/
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Bat Cave 
Location Alachua County, Just north of Newberry 

Requirements 
& Limitations 

This is a good “newbie” cave, but still a lot of fun for experienced cavers. 
You will get wet and muddy and sandy. Water can be thigh deep. 
Leave the USGS water gauge and cable alone, please. 

Length 2348' mapped, more possible with dropping water levels. 

Release Santa Fe Community College has a waiver, and a $4 fee 

 
Bat Cave is the second longest cave in Alachua County, Florida, and has been known since 
before the Florida Speleological Society was established in 1951. It was used by both local 
high school and UF students as a "party cave", so the amount of cave vandalism was 
enormous. The FSS and other groups had several mass cleanup projects every year to keep 
up with the amount of trash. 
 
In about 1973, a nearby farmer, annoyed by the partying, caused the cave entrances to be 
bulldozed over. Luckily, they soon opened up by natural processes. Various pieces of farm 
equipment and vehicles were forced into the entrances to block them, but that deterred no one. 
 
On July 20, 1994, Santa Fe Community College became the owner of the cave and two acres 
surrounding it, encompassing the cave's five entrances. The main chamber of the cave is 
about 50 feet wide with a 10-foot high ceiling and contains a clear, bluish lake. It is accessed 
by shimmying through a narrow passageway and dropping down a few feet into the chamber. 
The SFCC has fenced the land surrounding the cave, added a nice pavilion with running water 
and bathrooms, and conducts geology and physical science classes in and about the cave. 
SFCC, FSS, and others cleared out the equipment blocking the entrances, cleaned up the 
cave, and even added a spiral staircase in the main shaft entrance. All the entrances and 
shafts are now gated, and a boardwalk leads visitors to each surface feature. One can enter 
via the “natural entrance”, or take the spiral staircase. 
 

Troglobitic crayfish can almost always be seen in Bat Cave's lake. The crayfish Procambarus 
pallidus is totally without pigment or eyes. Individuals have been seen ranging in size from 1/4" 
to 4" long. When water levels are high, crayfish can be seen in any part of the cave which 
contains water. The majority of crayfish are located in the lake, as this is closest to the food 
supply. It may be that beer and urine augment the natural detritus which washes into the 
entrances as a food supply. 
 
There is evidence that many bats have utilized the cave in the past. Although the cave would 
be an excellent site for colonies of the social Myotis austroriparius species, none have been 
seen there to the most folks’ knowledge. At present, bats utilize the cave in small numbers 
during the winter months. A maximum of about two dozen Pipistrellus subflavus bats can be 
seen hibernating in the cave during cold winters. The area utilized most is several meters 
along the Loop to the west of the main entrance (number one). 
 
The most common insect in the cave is the cave or camel cricket, Ceutbophilus species. On 
December 13, 1977, several dozen infant crickets, about 3 mm in length, were seen on the 
detritus pile under entrance number three. Terrestrial and aquatic isopods as well as small flies 
of various types are also present. 
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Blowing Hole Cave 
Location Citrus County, Withlacoochee State Forest 

Requirements 
& Limitations 

Special Use Permit from Withlacoochee State Forest, it is a “bat occupied” 
cave, so please respect the bats. RED LIGHTS ONLY! A 30-foot entrance 
drop requires cable ladder with belay or single rope technique (SRT) gear. 

Length 843’ mapped 

Release The State Forest has a waiver, requires RED LIGHTS ONLY! 

 
Blowing Hole is one of the longest and most decorated cave known in Citrus County. With its 
pit entrance, borehole-like walking passage, speleothem displays, and a bit of crawling, it 
provides a great example of Florida’s cave diversity.  
 

As with many Florida caves, Blowing Hole Cave 
features many exceptional fossils and white (or 
clear) speleothems, though the marks of previous 
careless visitors are evident.  Blowing Cave is a 
maternity cave for little brown bats, Myotis 
austroriparius, although at this time of year there 
are but few bats present including Little Brown 
Bats and the tricolored bat, Perimyotis 
subflaveus. The entrance must be negotiated by 
rope or cable ladder, has a nasty, tight entrance 
section where you wish your long bones were a 
little shorter, but once past that spot it bells out 
and you have plenty of room to climb within. 
 

From the entrance room, a short 
hands-and-knees passage takes 
you into the main passages, which 
are a spacious 8ft high by 8ft wide. 
There are a fair number of side 
passages, some similarly-sized and 
other smaller and less knee-friendly, 
but nothing really grim. There is no 
mud to slog through and no water to 
wade through, and there are 
numerous small calcite formations, 
nothing of magazine quality but 
admirable nonetheless. 
 
Over the years, vandals and local spelunkers have made it a personal challenge to gain entry, 
subverting many gates and showing admirable ingenuity. July of 2003, construction began on 
a bat “friendly” gate, even though large numbers of bats had never been known to utilize the 
cave. This one seems to be holding up well. 
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Briar Cave 
Location Marion County, Just south of Ocala 

Requirements 
& Limitations 

This is a Sunday-only trip, limited to experienced cavers. It is on an active 
horse farm, so be discreet and respectful. 

Length Over 5,000 feet mapped 

Release Owner has a waiver 

Briar Cave is an area showpiece of a cave, highly decorated and a moderate to strenuous trip, 
and is one of Florida’s longest ‘dry’ caves, totaling 5,726 feet in length. Access is very limited 
(Sunday only), it is a delicate cave, so no newbies allowed (sorry). There is some water, some 
climbing, a chimney or two, some mud, and some amazing formations, including bacon and 
draperies. There are a series of serpentine passages winding back into the cave, periodically 
opening into caverns, with names like the Melody Room, the Needle Room and Hippopotamus 
Wallow. One area that is best traversed by rolling: easiest way to move, and protects the soda 
straws overhead. 
 

You can trade your helmet for a dive mask 
and plunge into cool water in some places, 
and (if you are first in) the visibility 
underwater is as "swimming pool" clear 
and bright turquoise blue. After the early 
climbs, you "may" be sweating and 
covered with mud, so the 72-degree 
waters are rejuvenating. One passage has 
you chimney along a crack that widens 
and widens, but eventually deposits you 
into "That Mud". This cave is famous for 
dedicated caving clothes: you will never 

get that brown out. And DO NOT wash your Briar Cave clothes with anything else, and we 
recommend an "empty cycle" on your washing machine after you wash these clothes. 
 
Our relations with the landowner are excellent and have been so for decades, thanks to 
several Florida Speleological Society (FSS) members. Over 25 years ago, arrangements with 
the landowner to re-open the cave to FSS cavers and allow the latter to gate the cave 
entrance. Fortunately, the landowner actively manages the property and protects the cave 
from vandals; however, it is slated for development at some unknown time in the future.  
 
The caving community has been able to demonstrate to 
Marion County Commissioners why it should be protected, 
and after recent negotiations it was agreed to place the cave 
and its entrance under permanent protection. Marion County 
requires ‘green space’ to be set aside in developments, and 
the developer agreed to incorporate the cave into such 
preservation and donate it to a third party. Several options are 
being investigated, and it is now looking like the ultimate 
landowner will be a major cave conservation organization. The cave was re-gated February, 
2012, augmenting the 1980s gate with a bat-friendly in-cave gate. 
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The Catacombs 
Location Marion County, South of Ocala 

Requirements 
& Limitations 

This is a technical cave, with vertical and wet-caving skills required. 
You will be partially immersed in water most of this trip. Gate is tight. 

Length 6,497’ mapped, most of it wet 

Release Standard waiver. 

 
THIS CAVE WILL BE A “GAME-TIME” DECISION: 
Water levels may preclude access. 
 
The Catacombs is a long and wet cave in Marion 
County, not far from Briar. It is on a private home lot, 
and the owner has very caver friendly for years. 
Admittance is restricted in order to maintain positive 
landowner relations and protect the fragile fossils and 
formations found within. After descending a small 
sinkhole, one must squeeze through a steel rectangle 
gate that has restricted some more “barrel-chested” cavers from entry. 
 

From there is the 80-foot descent down a narrow crack 
which opens up into the Floridan Aquifer. From this 
point, the Catacombs Cave extends northeast, then 
southeast, and the passage remains approximately half 
flooded making for great “Cave Snorkeling.” There one 
finds themselves in a virtual maze of wet passages, 
wading and almost chimneying much of the way. Higher 
water levels can restrict access to certain areas, 
sometimes to the maze level completely. 
 

 
 
Catacombs cave is one of the few dry caves in 
Florida with discernable water flow, another one 
being Ocala Caverns. Sump dives have been 
made to extend this cave underwater, but have 
not added much length to the survey. 
 

 

  

http://www.rivercitygrotto.com/gallery/zp-core/full-image.php?a=RCG-Catacombs-Trip&i=2012-11-18-12.12.04.jpg&q=75&wmk=!&dsp=Protected view&check=4b39d81d75f482e7ed0bd4ad990aa1c72339a06c
http://www.rivercitygrotto.com/gallery/zp-core/full-image.php?a=RCG-Catacombs-Trip&i=2012-11-18-13.02.42.jpg&q=75&wmk=!&dsp=Protected view&check=4b39d81d75f482e7ed0bd4ad990aa1c72339a06c
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Crumbling Rock 
Location Citrus County, East of Floral City 

Requirements 
& Limitations 

Wet and very muddy cave. A hand-line, etrier, or cable ladder is necessary to 
negotiate the cave’s 15 foot deep, bell-shaped, "original" entrance fissure. 
You will be partially immersed in water most of this trip. 

Length 983’ mapped, most of it wet 

Release Standard waiver. 

 
The cave’s entrance was probably first exposed by inmates as they quarried the site for road 
fill during the early 1900’s.  In 2005, local kids alerted some TBAG members of the cave, and 
after some initial exploration, Lance Elder bought the place. He has since created a little Caver 
Camp Paradise in the quarry, with a gravity solar shower, dining area, and camping spot. 
 
After the cave’s 15-foot deep, bell-like entrance, walking fissure passage extends in both 
directions, with the more promising passage southwest for 100s of feet, although one is 
wading at times neck deep. Near the end of that passage is a bedding plane passage with just 
enough room to push through. After a short slippery crawl this passage rejoined into an even 
larger fissure. Wading through chest deep water they rounded a corner and into a 40’ diameter 
“Lake Room” adorned with hundreds of 8” to 10” stalactites jutting from the ceiling. Two small 
“spring” vents were visible in the pool. 

 
The Lake Room of Crumbling Rock Cave 

 
In late June of 2006 a cave diving attempt to explore the 
vents in the Lake Room’s pool was made. Loose crumbly 
limestone, freed by the divers’ exhaust bubbles, began to 
rain down in ever enlarging chunks, quickly silting the water 
in the pool. Previously un-named, this experience with the 
soft, friable texture of the limestone led to the cave’s title of 
“Crumbling Rock”. Later that year, Elder and members of 
the Tampa Bay Area Grotto installed a gate at the entrance 
to protect the cave vandalism. Recently, a second and 

easier entrance has been opened up. 
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Citrus Tract –Dames, Peace, etc. 
Location Citrus County, Citrus Tract of the Withlacoochee State Forest 

Requirements 
& Limitations 

These are great simple newbie caves, publically accessible, and possible to 
hit many in one day. 

Length Varies, not very much. 

Release Standard waiver. 

 
Likely the most heavily publicly visited grouping 
of dry caves in Florida, the Dames Cave area, 
has suffered decades of abuse. The main cave at 
the site, Dames Cave, has been so heavily 
damaged over the years that it is now popularly 
known as Vandal Cave. Girl Scout Cave has 
seen less damage, but still retains a few "tags" 
from spray painters.  
 
The nearby Peace Cave, so named for the huge 
"peace" symbol spray painted onto the large tree 
next to its entrance, has suffered similar 
mistreatment. Known to once contain a bat 
maternity roost, the bats have been driven off by fires being lit in the cave, and from the 
purposeful killing by misguided visitors. All of the speleothems have been stripped from the 

cave. The stubby remains of the bases of 
hundreds of delicate soda straw formations 
give testament to the caves long lost beauty. 
The spray painted names and "slogans" on the 
cave's walls are more reminiscent of what one 
would expect to see in the run down sections 
of any metropolitan inner-city area. 
 
At this point the Division of Forestry has had 
enough of the wanton destruction of this 
significant resource. Teaming with The Karst 
Conservancy a management plan is in the 
developmental stages to restore this area to 
its natural beauty and to curb the continued 
vandalism. The goal is to develop the area into 

a self-guided geological preserve with interpretive signage describing the site's flora and 
natural features and their importance to the health of the Floridan Aquifer. 
 
These caves offer a quick jaunt for a day trip.  Many groups also use these as a public service 
opportunity, cleaning up trash left by others. So if you see any trash, feel free to pack it out! 
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Hitchhiker Cave 
Location Marion County 

Requirements 
& Limitations 

None, easy walk-in entrance, good newbie cave 

Length  

Release Standard waiver. 

 
Also known as “Waldo Cave”, 
Hitchhiker Cave reportedly has the 
largest cave entrance in Florida. It is 
surrounded by urban area, and has no 
protection or gate, therefore is highly 
accessible. No special gear is needed, 
and it has a large walk-in entrance.  
 
The passages are stoop and walking 
passages, it is a dry cave, and the 
passage floor is compacted sediment 
and breakdown. The large passages 
make it popular with youth groups for 
led trips. 
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Jennings Cave 
Location Marion County, Southwest of Ocala 

Requirements 
& Limitations 

A good newbie cave with a vertical entrance (SRT or belayed climb). 
12 person group size limit. 

Length A few hundred feet 

Release Standard waiver. 

 
The Jennings Cave Preserve is now permanently protected, along with the half acre of land 
above it, being a cave preserve of the Southeastern Cave Conservancy, Inc. (SCCI). This cave 
was purchased from Marion County for about $1,700 in back taxes, and then donated to the 
SCCI, and managed by members of the Florida Speleological Society (FSS). This is a cave 
frequently used for Scout and Youth Group trips led by local grottos. 
 

The entrance to Jennings is via a 30ft deep solution pipe 
that is climbable with a proper belay. There is a gate just 
past the bottom of the pit, and past that "squeeze" the 
cave opens up into a few parallel passages of varying 
sizes and heights. There are sections for sand-crawling, 
for squeezing, for walking, and a little climbing.  The 
cave is frequented by locals, so trash and party detritus 
may be found. Do feel free to pack some out.  
  
In 2001, it was discovered that the entrance had been 
bulldozed shut. Rocks the size of cars had been placed 
in the entrance. Fortunately none of the large rocks 
made it to the bottom of the pit. Instead they bottle 
necked at the top. Someone obviously spent a lot of 
effort and dollars to close this cave, a cave privately 
owned by the SCCI, in violation of Florida Cave Law and 
the wishes of the SCCI. Turned out it was the Marion 
County Sheriff, but Florida cavers have removed the 
boulders (TWICE) and re-opened the cave. 

 
The dirt roads around the property are often 
littered with trash and illegally dumped debris, so 
the FSS holds regular cleanups there as service 
projects. So, if you see any trash, bag it up and 
pack it out (THANKS!). 
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Ocala Caverns 
Location Marion County, South of Ocala 

Requirements 
& Limitations 

A good newbie cave in the “Historic section” 
Tight and technical in the newer sections 

Length Approximately 500 feet in the “old section” 

Release Standard waiver. 

 
The property was originally a turn-of-the-century quarry. 
During the Great Depression of the 1930s, the property 
was cleaned up and used as a movie set for a Tarzan 
movie starring Johnny Weissmuller. Later, the property 
was bought by the famous wrestler “Man Mountain” 
Dean, who beautified the area with botanical gardens, 
waterfalls, pools, and paths. Dean, himself, who was 
quite a showman, gave very colorful tours of the dry cave 
known as the Iron Curtain Cave, and also the Main Cave 

from a boat on the underground Olygoygus river. The grounds contained, and still have 
remnants of, a pyramid over the caverns' entrance, a swimming pool, and other structures. 
 
After the death of “Man Mountain” Dean, the gates 
were locked, but vandals trespassed onto the 
abandoned property, leaving trash and defacing the 
two caves with paint. In 2009, the Florida 
Speleological Society and the Ocala Sheriff’s 
Department launched a clean-up effort to preserve 
the cave area and provide a training ground for K9 
units. After a massive cleanup, by the FSS, Central 
Florida Cavers, and the Tampa Bay Grotto, in 
September 2009 a few of the more handy FSS 
members volunteered to weld a bat friendly gate in place with angle iron. 
 

It is recovering nicely, and many troglobitic 
crayfish and a small colony of 
southeastern myotis bats have been 
observed.  Also in 2009, with record low 
water levels, new and very interesting 
sections of the cave were discovered. The 
“New Section” and the “New New Section” 
(a.k.a. “The Extension”) were explored 
and mapped by a dedicated team, one 
that started out just to “re-survey” the 
cave. These sections contained walking 
passages, some domes, and even a 
spring.  However, given the rainfalls of the 
recent past, the “Historic Section” will 
likely be all that is available. Also available 

on-site is the “Uranium Cave”, a short passage that goes under US 41. 
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Tuck’s Cave 

Location Marion County, Southwest of Belleview 

Requirements 
& Limitations 

SRT skills and gear for the vertical entrance, standard cave gear for the 
horizontal entrance. 

Length 1,780 feet 

Release Standard waiver. 

 
Tucks is one of the longer and more extensive caves in 
Florida with 1780 feet of mostly walking passage. There is 
the horizontal part of Tucks all the way to Keith’s Extension. 
Exploring the bedding planes, canyon passages, flowstone, 
and chert ribbons is what makes this such a very interesting 
cave. It is a fun little cave, dry, and rapelling is optional, and 
rapelling can get a little technical. The horizontal section is 
fairly extensive, crouched to crawling to walking in various 
areas. It makes for a fun few hours. 
 

There may be some 
work digging out the 
vertical entrance, to 
open the gate. Once 
opened, there are 
two drops that can be 
rigged. The first drop 
is right there, and is 
an interesting blind drop into about a 30-foot dome. At 
the bottom is a tight passage to the other drop that is 
best rigged from the horizontal entrance. This makes for 
a fun through trip. 

 
Roadside Cave and Lucky Lundy's "Cave" are 
also on the property. Of course, no visit is 
complete unless you explore the famous 
caverns of Lucky Lundy’s. 
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Lucky Lundy’s Cave 

Location Marion County, Southwest of Belleview 

Requirements 
& Limitations 

Great Beginner Cave. Do need to be on the lookout for sharp rock and fragile 
handrails. 

Length Approximately 600 feet mapped, there is a little more 

Release Standard waiver. 

 
There was a rumor about an attempted stage coach robbery in 
Florida whereby a money box was thrown from the racing Stage 
into a rocky crevasse of a sinkhole. The rumor goes on that the 
loot was never retrieved.  Fast forward to the 1930’s when Tuck 
Lundy bought land and started exploring the many sink holes on 
property, ostensibly for the loot. He used tools and explosives to 
explore further into the ground, looking for the elusive lost loot.  
 
As underground cavities where enlarged, the rubble was used to 
build various structures on the property. As the new caverns 
became a curiosity, it was decided to charge money to visit them. 
Up went the gift shop, hotel, and the infamous "Elevator" that 
would transport you into "deep depths" of the underground. The 
elevator was no more than a wooden box on springs inside a dark 
stone structure. After the door was closed, a switch was flipped to illuminate a motorized “rock” 
wall moving past a window.  When you apparently reached your deep destination, the opposite 
door would open accessing the cave, but in reality you never left the same stone structure. 
 

The old show cave has been heavily vandalized, with structures 
now deteriorating rapidly. The old elevator has rotted away 
leaving only a partial structure and a bit of machinery. A large 
tree has fallen on the old gift shop damaging it heavily. Geology 
is working on the sinks and cave as well. Sometimes breakdown 
and rubble completely cover the old hand railings and stairs. 
 
Even though 
much of it was 
hewn by man, 
Lucky Lundy’s 
Cave is a 
wonder. It took an 
incredible amount 
of work to dig, 

chip, and blast chert and limestone to the extent 
that it was done. Many "Wonders" await you in 
Lundy's Cave, natural and coaxed by man out 
of the rock. It is a little more extensive and 
complicated than the map leads one to believe, 
and is a bit o' fun. 

And of course, you exit through the gift shop. 
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Warren's Cave 

Location Alachua County, Northwest of Gainesville 

Requirements 
& Limitations 

Moderate to strenuous, depending on how deep the trip. Vertical work in the 
front (descent and ascent both ways) and the majority is a sandy crawl. 

Length Approximately 20,000 feet mapped, and there is more 

Release Cave-specific waiver 

 
Warren's Cave is the longest dry cave in Florida, with over 4 miles of passage. As beautiful as 
Warrens Cave is, with ribbons of chert, karst canyons, and Miocence era fossils, it is also 
known for some of the longest and tightest squeezes that shred adventurers into exhausted 
hamburger.  
 
The late long-time caver Bill Oldacre was legendary for the work 
he had done for Warren Cave. The long hours chipping away at 
the Cashew Squeeze, writing numerous letters attempting to 
save the cave, coordinating ownership transactions that 
eventually led to the NSS owning the cave. Warren Cave Nature 
Preserve was donated to the NSS in early 1991 by The Nature 
Conservancy, which had held the property since acquiring it in 
1976 with the help of the Florida Speleological Society. 
 
Some visitors only go to the Historical Section, and some 
explore the relatively spacious passages beyond the Cashew 
Squeeze but before the Second Squeeze. A few people press on through passages like this, 
called the Red Streak for its red clay floor. Generally, if they come this far, they go at least to 
the Sand Room. Explorations beyond the Sand Room generally venture to The Pit, and only 
rarely do the most gung-ho cavers go through Agony Alley to the spacious passages beyond. 
Agony Alley is mostly a body tube, sometimes horizontal, sometimes vertical, containing only a 
few places where you can sit up or turn around – mostly, it is a tight belly crawl that is 
challenging going in and grueling coming back out. 
 

During the 1830's and the Seminole Wars, one engagement of the 
wars was closely tied to the history of Warren Cave. On September 11, 
1836, Colonel John Warren led his men in the battle of San Felasco 
Hammock near the site of Warren Cave. Whether or not Colonel 
Warren was actually the discoverer of Warren Cave, as local tradition 
claims and some history gives some credence to, he did at least lend 
his name to the cave.  During the late 1800's and early 1900's, Warren 
Cave became well known throughout north-central Florida and even 
figured prominently on the USGS 1894 topographic sheet. 
 
Early adventurers explored the cave by the light of torches and 
kerosene lanterns, leaving the soot on the walls and ceilings seen 

today. Two early explorers are known to have fallen to their deaths trying to cross over the top 
of the entrance pit. Sometime during the l89O’s an attempt was made to commercialize the 
cave and wooden ladders were installed in that pit, but that attempt was a failure. 
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From its early days until 1959 Warren Cave was limited to 400 feet of passageway, now known 
as the Historic Section. At the back of the Historic Section lay a small hole in the wall from 
which a strong current of air frequently emitted. Early in 1959, 
the FSS took to enlarging this hole in hopes that it would lead on 
to more cave. Finally, in late 1959, the great breakthrough was 
made, and The Cashew Squeeze was opened. This soon 
revealed several thousand feet of virgin walkways, crawls, pits, 
and crevices on the main level of the cave. Above the main 
passages, they found an extensive upper level with a few 
formations. From the back of this Middle Section another tight 
squeeze led on, further into the ridge.  Three hundred feet of 
squeezing and crawling brought early explorers to the First 
Candle Room, and from there still another low crawl led through 
a rectilinear maze and to the Sand Room. 
 
With the discovery of the Sand Room in 1961, and the many 
passages leading from it, exploration and mapping were 
integrated and a true picture of the cave began to take form. 
Surveying trips mapped all known passages through to the Sand Room for a total of 4,556 
mapped feet. Five years were to pass before the other three quarters of the cave were to be 
known. Final mapping in 1963 plus some minor additions much later brought the total length of 
Warren Cave to 18,212 feet: three and one half miles. 
 

 
The Sand Room 

Over the remaining years, the cave has been extended, and ridge-walking over the areal 
extent has been undertaken, leading to some leads and digs. This is a Florida classic, and has 
been dedicated to one of its major benefactors and guardians, Bill Oldacre. Enjoy it. 
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White Cliff Cave 

Location Marion County, South of Ocala 

Requirements 
& Limitations 

Good Beginner Cave, fun Experienced cave. 98.2% Knee and Belly crawling. 
Fun but it can beat you up, but you can dial in that level. 

Length 1,335 feet mapped 

Release Marion County waiver 

 
Located in the Marion County Brick City Adventure Park, this 
gated wild cave has become part of the park’s “Wild Caving 
Experience” program. Access is by appointment on guided 
trips only. This cave had been a popular party spot with the 
locals for decades, but free access allowed major damages 
and a lot of rubbish was left inside the cave by careless 
visitors. In 1987, the FSS stepped up, cleaned and gated the 
cave, removed the rubbish, and helped develop a 

management plan with the county. 
There is more paperwork 
associated with this one than most, so be ready. 
 
The cave is rather small with various narrow spots, and thus it 
requires some physical fitness and stamina: you will sweat a lot. The 
most challenging part is the entrance hall: it can involve a controlled 
slide to the main level. But the amount of abuse you take is up to 
you. The Lemon Squeeze, Annie Hall, and the overhead route to The 
Scatterbrain Room can all be bypassed. But they can be challenging 
and fun, too! 
 

The Loop area can be looped through many different ways, 
and you may seem lost for a while. There is a little water and 
some “formations” near the back end of the eastern section. 
The western half includes the only walking passage (Effigy 
Hall) and the trudge to the Statuary Room is fun and 
challenging. Sad note on the Statuary Room: some of the 
more “risqué” Statuaries inspired a church group to remove 
them. Make your own if you wish. There have been bats 
seen recently in some Effigy Hall offshoots, so check for 
them before entering there: leave them be. 
 

It is recommended to do the more strenuous eastern half 
first, then the “leisurely” western half is a welcome respite. 
And the mud: it is very special sticky mud, probably a result 
of years of caver sweat and lint. There is a public bathroom 
nearby to change in, but do leave it clean. 
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KARST GEOLOGY OF THE CAVORT AREA 
Below the ground in Florida lies a layer of porous limestone or dolostone known as the 
Floridan Aquifer. This aquifer is the primary source of Florida's drinking water. It is one of the 
largest aquifers in the United States, extending across Florida and through parts of Georgia, 
Alabama, and South Carolina. Above and below the aquifer are other layers of gravel, sand, 
clay, dolomite, or limestone. 

In some places, the Floridan Aquifer's 
limestone layers are thousands of feet 
thick; in others, the layers are thin. 
Some places these limestones are far 
below the ground surface, and some 
places they are the ground surface. 
Water is able to flow through the 
limestone's many interconnected holes 
and empty spaces. The result is a 
unique and complex terrain that 
scientists call "karst" topography – land 
whose shape is influenced by the 
dissolving of underground limestone 
layers. 
 

Where the water table (the groundwater/air interface underground) lies within this porous 
limestone, we have dry caves. Below the water table, we have cave diving. By definition, a 
cave is "an underground chamber, typically of natural origin, that can be entered by humans", 
so these chambers become our caves. But how exactly did they get here? 

Florida Cave Geology 101 

Geologic History of Florida 
The Florida Peninsula is a limestone plateau formed many millions of years ago when the area 
was a warm, shallow sea. During the Cenozoic Era (65.5 million years ago [mya] – present), 
millions of years of deposits from small sea creatures make up the limestone, which is several 
thousand feet thick. Below that lies the Paleozoic and Mesozoic basement rocks (540 – 65.5 
mya), consisting of igneous and metamorphic rocks overlain by sandstones and shales. These 
basement rocks are arched in a NNW-SSE alignment in the Florida Peninsular Arch, which 
peaks in Alachua County. During the Cenozoic Era , Florida slowly took its current shape, and 
warm, tropical oceans still covered the state until the Late Oligocene Epoch (28.4 – 23 mya). 
Limestone comprised of the skeletons of billions of small creatures called foraminifera 
accumulated, one formation being the Ocala Limestone. Large, voracious whales roamed our 
shallow seas hunting other marine vertebrates. Small patch reefs formed in the warm, clear, 
shallow waters of Florida. Also during this time period a marine current, very similar to the Gulf 
Stream, swept across northern Florida and scoured the sea floor. This current deflected 
sediment that was being eroded and transported from the mainland. This is the reason why 
limestones from this time period in Florida are so pure (up to 99% calcium carbonate). 
 
At the end of the Oligocene Epoch (23 mya), sea levels dropped and Florida emerged from the 
sea. This period also saw the start of the "Ocala Uplift", or Ocala Platform, a northwest-
trending structural high in west-central Florida, that exposed the cave-bearing units to vigorous 
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erosion and cave forming forces. Florida Peninsular Arch and the Ocala Uplift also created 
tensional forces in the limestone that formed vertical joint sets in that rock. The first fossils of 
terrestrial vertebrates come from this time period and include animals like bats, horses and 
carnivores. From this point on at least some portion of Florida would remain above sea level. 
Throughout the end of the Oligocene and into the Miocene, sea levels fluctuated and clays and 
sands became common deposits (Hawthorn Group). In the Early Miocene, the Appalachians 
were uplifted, erosional rates increased, and continental siliciclastics began encroaching 
southward upon the carbonate depositing environments. These and later beach deposits are 
much of what caps our cave-bearing limestones. 

   

 

The Pleistocene Epoch (2.6 mya – 10,000 years 
ago), also known as the Ice Age, was a time of 
extreme climate and sea-level change. Sea levels 
were as much as 300 feet lower and as much as 
100 feet higher than today, linked to the far away 
giant continental glaciers advancing and 
retreating. Lower sea levels led to rapid land and 
subterranean erosion and limestone dissolution, 
while higher sea levels allowed marine limestones 
to accumulate, and let many caves to become 
springs and underground conduits. Prominent 
surface features of this sea level flux are the relict 

beach dunes seen in the Keystone Heights area (east of cave country), and the escarpments 
of western Alachua and Marion counties and on around through the Florida Panhandle. 
 
The 100-foot Cody Escarpment is a major relict sea level scarp located in north and north 
central Florida. This prominent and ancient persistent topographical feature is the remains of 
early Pleistocene shorelines of (1.8 mya to 10,000 years ago) during interglacial periods. It 
divides the Gulf Coast Lowlands, with its thin layer of soil over limestone, to the west from the 
Northern Highlands plateaus of sand, clay and carbonate rock to the east. The Cody Scarp 
and the Gulf Coastal Lowlands are karst landscapes, with many sinkholes, springs, 
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underground streams, and related features The Northern Highlands plateaus are caps over the 
limestone, disallowing access to cave-bearing limestones below except where breached by 
drilling, solution pipes, sinkholes, etc. 

The Formations & Rocks Involved 
The main cave-bearing unit in north central Florida is the Ocala Limestone, which is overlain 
by the Hawthorn Group in most places. The sands, clays, and other units of the Hawthorn are 
eroded off the Ocala in many areas, remaining as hilltops in parts of Alachua and Marion 
Counties. 

Ocala Limestone 
The Ocala Limestone formation (formerly the Ocala Group) consists of (in descending order) 
the Crystal River Formation, the Williston Formation, and the Inglis Formation, and ranges 
from 0 to 235 feet in thickness, averaging about 70 feet in the west central Florida area 
(technically these three “formations” should be “members” of the Ocala Limestone, but their 
designation as formations persist). It was deposited from a shallow sea onto the erosionally 
beveled surface (an unconformity) of earlier limestones, between ~55.8 to ~33.9 mya. This sea 
had its coastline in southern Alabama and Georgia, and was very biologically productive, thus 
leading to the highly fossiliferous nature of the Ocala. The middle-late Cenozoic Ocala Uplift 
kept most of the Ocala Limestone near the land surface in Alachua and Marion Counties for 
the last few million years. This limestone is soft, pure, creamy white, granular, and very 
porous. This pervious nature leads to ready dissolution by acidic groundwater, leading to the 
highly caved nature of the Ocala: it is riddled with chambers, passages, solution pipes, cracks, 
and voids. The surface features include the classic list of karst features: sinkholes, round 
lakes, broad, flat prairies, disappearing streams, springs, and caves. Its permeable and 
transmissive properties allow the Ocala to form a vital portion of the Floridan Aquifer. 
 
The Ocala is a very fossiliferous limestone, with the predominant fossil type being the 
Lepidocyclina foraminifera, popularly known as "forams". Portions of this rock unit are made up 
solely of piled up forams, and they look like nickel- sized potato chips. After forams in number 
come mollusks, seen mostly as scallops and oysters. A characteristic scallop of the Ocala is 
the Amusicum ocalanum, which has a round, thin, symmetrical shell, and can be found in 
heavily concentrated lenses throughout the Ocala. A third well represented fossil are the 
"echinoids", ancestors of modern sea urchins. They look like fat sand dollars, and come in 
many shapes and sizes in the Ocala. Other common fossils found in the limestone are crabs, 
snails, and the occasional vertebrate. 

 
Lepidocyclina foraminifera 
seen in surface exposure  

 
Amusium Ocalanum seen in 

surface exposure  

 
Echinoid fossil seen in cave 
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CHERT!  

Also found in the Ocala are sheets, nodules, and blobs of chert. Chert is also known in 
Florida as flint or flint rock, is an extremely fine-grained variety of the mineral quartz. The 
material was formed by the replacement of calcium carbonate with silica carried in circulating 
ground water, making the chert a post-depositional modification of the limestone. Since it is a 
mineral replacement, much of the chert still contains traces of the fossils that were present in 
the original limestone. Chert was utilized by Florida's native populations in the manufacturing 
of axe heads, spear heads and arrow points. 

Hawthorn Group 
Overlying the Ocala Limestone is the Hawthorn Group, consisting of gray-green Fuller's earth 
(kitty litter clay), sandy clay, and gray, sandy phosphatic limestone. It does contain some fossil 
mollusks, and is not a good cave forming unit. It is discontinuous and found chiefly as 
remnants on hilltops west of Cody Scarp, and is a competent and continuous cap unit east of 
the Cody Scarp. In many cases, this is that nasty, sandy, clay you have to go through to get to 
the cave. 

Other Rock Formations 
There other pertinent rock formations that overly the Ocala Limestone, the two chief ones 
being the Tampa Limestone and the Suwannee Limestone. The Tampa is thin, ranging up to 
three feet thick, and is located southwestern flank of the Ocala Platform from Pasco County 
and southward in to Hillsborough and Sarasota County. It contains beautifully preserved 
mollusks and corals in molds and casts with silicified pseudomorphs and shell material. The 
Suwannee Limestone is sometimes found between the Ocala and the Hawthorn, and more to 
the north, at the eastern end of the Apalachicola Bay, in the Suwannee River area and 
westward. It can be a cave-bearing unit in the panhandle area. 

Dissolution of CaCO3 
Solution caves occur in limestone and gypsum and are the main cave type in Florida, mostly in 
limestone. Although dissolution is the dominant process, other processes such as erosion and 
gravitational breakdown, or collapse, can contribute to cave development. Limestone, which 
underlies all of Florida, is able to be dissolved by slightly acidic water. Over geologic time 
(millions of years) large pore spaces, conduits and caverns can form as acidified rain and 
stream water percolate in. 
 
Calcite is soluble in a weak acid such as H2CO3 - carbonic acid. Thus, limestone which 
consists primarily of calcite (CaCO3) is vulnerable to chemical attack by groundwater. Carbonic 
acid can form by a reaction between water and carbon dioxide. As rainwater, already slightly 
acidic (pH~6), passes through the atmosphere and the soil layer, it mixes with carbon dioxide 
and forms carbonic acid. The acidic water passes through fractures, crevices, and cavities and 
dissolves the limestone very slowly, enlarging the network of passageways. As these 
underground voids enlarge, the land surface can collapse into these voids, forming sinkholes. 
Other karst features include springs, air caves and disappearing streams. 
 
On the other side of that chemical process is the deposition of CaCO3, leading to the beauty of 
cave formations. After the acidic groundwater passes through the limestone, it becomes 
saturated in CaCO3 along the way, and similarly it is somewhat "saturated" in the CO2 that 
made it acidic to begin with. When this saturated solution reaches a void, the water encounters 
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an atmosphere "unsaturated" in the CO2, it degasses that CO2, becomes less acidic, and is no 
longer capable of carrying the CaCO3. Therefore it precipitates the CaCO3 as stalactites, 
stalagmites, draperies, columns, flowstone, etc. If the groundwater were to pick up other 
minerals and elements along the way, these formations can acquire many colors. 

 
Labeled Speleothems in a 

cave  

 
Different kinds of calcite 

speleothems  

 
Cave Bacon showing mineral 

coloration  

Most caverns are created at or just below the water table in the zone of saturation in limestone. 
If the water table is stable, large openings can be created because water would contact all 
surfaces of the cave, dissolving the limestone at a large scale. If the water table drops, the 
area of active cave formation will move lower into the bedrock and the upper openings are left 
in the zone of aeration, only subject to dissolution from running water. 

Florida Caves: Wrapping it all up 
The dominance of limestone in the strata, along with structural and climatic conditions, give 
Florida the abundance of caves that we see today. These Cenozoic limestones rest on 
Florida's "Peninsular Arch" of Paleozoic and Mesozoic basement rocks (aligned roughly NW-
SE), which in conjunction with the middle Cenozoic "Ocala Uplift", created set of joints in the 
limestone from the tensional stresses of these two elevated areas. The joints are in two sets, 
roughly aligned NW-SE and NE-SW, and create vertical planes of weakness that allow acidic 
water to erode and dissolve the limestone away. The horizontal bedding planes and 
unconformities (breaks in rock deposition) within the limestone create horizontal planes of 
weakness. When these multiple sets of weak planes combine, we get the complex cave 
structures we see today. 

Vadose or Phreatic? And When? 
Caves can either be underwater (phreatic) or above the groundwater (vadose), and usually 
most caves are both at some time, often in multiple occurrences. Phreatic cave passages have 
water flowing under pressure, so erosion takes place equally across the tube profile. In Florida, 
where the vertical joint pattern is strong, most phreatic passages are taller than wide. Vadose 

http://www.cavort.rivercitygrotto.com/images/Labeled_speleothems.jpg
http://www.cavort.rivercitygrotto.com/images/CalciteSolutionMap.jpg
http://www.cavort.rivercitygrotto.com/images/cave_bacon.jpg


2015 Florida Cave Cavort Guidebook 

 

 
45 

passages are air-filled and water runs freely along the floor of the passage, causing stream-
type erosion, directed mainly downwards and form deep trenches or canyons. Since cave 
formation processes are different depending on phreatic or vadose settings, how a cave 
formed can be interpreted by several diagnostic cave features. Since any given cave can 
experience phreatic and vadose conditions in multiple occurrences, and at different levels and 
different chemical environments, interpretation can get tricky. Here are some key features to 
look for to discern phreatic or vadose cave formation. 

Phreatic Caves 
Passage is below the water table 

Vadose Caves 
Passage is above the water table 

 Passage is circular or oval in cross-
section as limestone is dissolved on all 
surfaces  

 ‘Switch-backing’ where passages can 
gently or abruptly slope upwards and 
downwards  

 Large erosional "Scallops" formed by 
slow moving water are throughout the 
passage profile  

 Phreatic maze, sponge-like network of 
interconnecting channels develops  

 Speleothems do not form underwater, 
but flooded vadose caves can have 
them eroded away  

 Stream running in a cave passage erodes a trench in the floor  

 No ‘switch-backing’, passage maintains a consistent gradient like 
a stream  

 Small erosional "Scallops" limited to floor and lower passage 
sections where water runs fast  

 Singular "Canyon Passages" follow gradient to stream base level  

 Speleothems form in vadose caves  

 
Phreatic Tube showing scallops all over 

 
Vadose Keyhole incised in phreatic tube 

Often, originally phreatic, tubular passages, are modified by vadose streams to create a 
keyhole cross-section. This is a very common type of passage, visible in many caves. Any 
passage no longer conducting the water that formed it is described as a fossil passage. A 



2015 Florida Cave Cavort Guidebook 

 

 
46 

lowering of the water table will leave phreatic passages either abandoned or subject to vadose 
flow, or turn your favorite spring into a walk-in cave. A rise in water levels can turn a vadose 
cave into a phreatic one, and often times a favorite cave was once a big spring complex. 
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OTHER STUFF TO DO 
 
Don’t want to go caving? Have guests or family that think we’re nuts? Worry not, there is plenty 
to do in the Williston area. Here is a brief listing of the highlights. 

Devil's Den - http://www.devilsden.com/ 
Offers open water, cavern diving and snorkeling and non-caving fun like horseback riding. 

Blue Grotto Dive Resort – http://www.divebluegrotto.com/ 
A private cavern and cave diving site. 

Cedar Lakes Woods And Gardens – http://www.cedarlakeswoodsandgarden.com/ 
A botanical garden set in a 100 year old limerock quarry. Offers guided tours. 

Two Tails Ranch - http://www.allaboutelephants.com/ 
An elephant rescue with private guided tours, includes other animals. 

Williston Highlands Golf & Country Club - http://willistongolf.com/ 
If you must... 

Williston Skydiving - 1-800-396-9514 
This group is based out of Jacksonville, but services Williston. 

Canyons Zip Line & Canopy Tours - http://www.zipthecanyons.com/ 
Nine different zip lines, traversing 3 different rope and adventure bridges, and it all ends with a 
thrilling rappel. Heavy forests line the top of the cliffs… 

Manatee Springs State Park - www.floridastateparks.org/manateesprings/ 
The first-magnitude spring popular for snorkeling and scuba diving, swimming, paddling. 

Rainbow Springs State Park - http://www.floridastateparks.org/rainbowsprings/ 
Popular for swimming, snorkeling, canoeing, tubing, and kayaking, and hiking and picnicking. 

Fanning Springs State Park - http://www.floridastateparks.org/fanningsprings/ 
Another first-magnitude spring popular for snorkeling and scuba diving, swimming, paddling. 

Homasassa Springs State Park - http://www.floridastateparks.org/homosassasprings/ 
Wildlife, picnicking, nature study, and bird-watching. Home to many Manatees. Boat tours, too. 

Downtown Williston - http://cityofwilliston.com/DowntownWilliston/ 
Williston is a quaint little town, with local fare, shopping, and antiques available. Very walkable. 

Cedar Key - http://cedarkeyguide.com/ 
About 45 minutes from Jerry’s Farm, Cedar Key is a unique place. Shopping, dining, outdoor 
sports, fishing, etc., it offers an excellent side trip. 

UF Bat house - https://www.flmnh.ufl.edu/index.php/bats/home/ 
Brazilian free-tailed bat, Southeastern bat, and Evening bat live in the structures. The evening 
emergence is spectacular, but may not be much this time of year due to the cold. This is the 
world's largest occupied bat houses, holding 300,000 bats with capacity up to 750,000. This is 
in Gainesville, about 20 miles northeast of Williston.  

http://www.devilsden.com/
http://www.divebluegrotto.com/
http://www.cedarlakeswoodsandgarden.com/
http://www.allaboutelephants.com/
http://willistongolf.com/
http://www.zipthecanyons.com/
http://www.floridastateparks.org/manateesprings/
http://www.floridastateparks.org/rainbowsprings/
http://www.floridastateparks.org/fanningsprings/
http://www.floridastateparks.org/homosassasprings/
http://cityofwilliston.com/DowntownWilliston/
http://cedarkeyguide.com/
https://www.flmnh.ufl.edu/index.php/bats/home/
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A WORD FROM OUR SPONSORS… 
Many folks and firms assisted in many ways to help make this possible, so take a moment to 
note them, and where possible to thank them by utilizing their services. 
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For awesome Barbecue and catering, David's Real 
Pit BBQ of Gainesville is your choice. They catered 
the 2015 Florida Cave Cavort. 
 
West Location 
5121A NW 39th Ave., Gainesville, FL 32606 
352.373.2002 
Mon-Sat: 7am - 9pm, Sun: 8am - 9pm 
 
East Location 
521 NE 23rd Ave., Gainesville, FL 32609 
352.373.2002 
Mon-Sat: 6am - 9pm, Sun: 8am - 8pm 
 
David's BBQ: your choice for BBQ in Gainesville. 

http://davidsbbq.com/ 
 

 

 
 
 

Many Thanks to IMO for supplying 
some of our Raffle Prizes! 

Trained Knowledgeable Staff 
Quick Delivery 100% - Safe and Secure Shopping 

 
Lights & Headlamps 
We have built our selection of headlamps and lights 
to support everyone from the sport caver to the 
professional rope access technician. Petzl, 
Princeton Tec, StenLight, and many more! 
 
Ropes & Rigging 
Our rope selection provides a wide variety of widths 
and performance types, depending on the need. 
 
Packs 
We have size's ranging from the smallest survey 
pack to the largest expedition pack. Top name 
brands like Meander, Petzl, PMi, Lost Creek, Gonzo 
Guano Gear, and Swaygo. Whatever your pack 
needs, we have the solution. 
 

http://www.innermountainoutfitters.com/ 
 

 

http://davidsbbq.com/
http://www.innermountainoutfitters.com/
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WHO ARE WE? 
We’re the River City Grotto! And friends!! Here’s a brief guide to those that made this happen. 
 

First off, there is the River City Grotto Board 

 

David Obi, Jr. 
David is our president. 
He’s a keen caver and 
tree climber and a very 
patient teacher for our 
new members or those 
wishing to brush up on 
their skills. 

Philip Walker 
Vice President 
Phil is a fabulous caver, 
ever keen to show 
people new places, 
techniques and ideas, 
and always brings a 
great sense of humor. 

 

 

Cristian Bowers 
Treasurer 
Christian has lived in 
Florida for most of his 
life, and has been 
caving for more than 3 
years. Currently he 
works as a math 
professor, and is a 
Master at Trivia! 

Matt Fischer 
Secretary/Webguy 
Matt was an ardent 
caver in the '80s and has 
gotten back into it in the 
last few years. He also 
enjoys camping, hiking, 
paddling, and long walks 
on the beach. And 
whirled peas.  
 

And Many Others that worked hard to make this happen! THANKS!!! 

 

Katie Obi 
Someone has to 
keep David in line, 
and be a massive 
help anywhere it is 
needed. 

Tony Flaris 
Showers? He’s your 
man.  
Power? Check!  
Tony gets things 
done, and caves 
well to boot! 

 

 

Li Loritz 
She who keeps 
Tony in line… and 
just a great help to 
the Cavort and the 
Grotto! 

Brandon Johnson 
TBAG Grotto 
member and FCC 
leader, Brandon was 
Aces in helping pull 
together the caving 
trips. 

 

 

Bill Chelsey 
A great font of 
knowledge and 
experience, and 
willing to pitch in 
when needed. 

Carrie Brown 
Got a task and 
nobody on it? 
Carrie’s got it! 
Found us bonfire 
wood, and helped 
keep you registered. 
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Teresa Fischer 
Matt’s official 
minder. She helped 
pull this Guidebook 
together, and with 
registration. 

Courtney 
Robinson 
Friend of Carrie’s, at 
her first grotto 
meeting she 
stepped up to be our 
“Raffle Monger”. 

 

 

Larry Roth 
Relatively new to 
RCG, Larry sort of 
“cut his caving 
teeth” at TAG. And 
supplied some 
killer tents! 

John Tucker 
From the frozen 
north, John has 
“accepted the 
challenge”, and now 
caves with us!  

 

Betsey Walker 
Phil’s wife is 
always ready to 
pitch in and help. 

Mike Gordon 
A great hand from 
the FSS, Mike helps 
clean up, guide trips, 
and is great to be 
around! 

 

 

Jeremy and 
Alayna 
They came to help 
clean up, and were 
a great help!! 

Boss Kitty 
Someone’s got to be 
in charge. Always on 
hand to “supervise” 
and ready to warm 
your hands and your 
heart. 

 

 

And MOST OF ALL!! 
 

Many, Many THANKS to Jerry and Shirl Johnson and 
their family for hosting the 2015 Cave Cavort. This is a 

wonderful place, located in cave country, and we all 
really appreciate the chance to Cavort here! 

 
So, when you see Jerry, Shirl, or any of the rest of the 

family, please say “THANKS!” 

 
And if we forgot anyone, sorry and “THANKS!!” 
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